REGION 44 COUNCIL MEETING – SEPTEMBER 14, 2009

The meeting AT Bradley Middle School was called to order by Chair Diana Menser at 6:20pm.   

· Meeting began with introductions of those in attendance. 18 Regional Council Reps, 3 officers, & Uniserv Director were present.  

· Locals represented were: Beecher, Bourbonnais Elem, BBCHS, Bradley Elem, Coal City, Crescent Iroquois, Donovan, Dwight, Iroquois West, Kankakee Area Spec Ed, Milford HS, Momence, St. Anne Elem, St. Anne HS, Tri-Point, Watseka, & Retired.

AGENDA: Approved with no changes. (Tony/George) 

MINUTES of the August 4, 2009 planning meeting.  Approved with correction of Hoefler corrected spelling. (Kevin/Kaylyn)

TREASURER’S REPORT by Diana Menser in John Rehmer’s absence: 

· Total expenses for the year: $19,022.05.  Checkbook balance is $17,565.06. Accepted (George/Maria)

· 09-10 budget:  Projected income: Dues Rebate $22,368.72 + Chair’s In-region Account $1,400  =  $23,768.72

· IEA RA $430 per delegate & NEA RA $1,600 per delegate for expense reimbursement.

· Left $5,740.70 in contingency fund.

· Projected 09-10 assets $41,333.78

· Accepted (Terry/George)

· Audit of checking account tonight. 2 volunteers: Paul Wilson & & Terry Wisniewski. 

REGION ELECTIONS:

· Chair & vice-chair will be elected with the NEA RA delegate election in the spring, 2010.

· Secretary & Treasurer of Region 44 are elected from the council at the first meeting of the year.

· Nominations open for position of Secretary.  Kevin McCleary nominated Diane Gustafson.  Elected.  

· Nominations open for position of Treasurer. Paul Wilson nominated John Rehmer for Treasurer. Elected.

ELECTION COMMITTEE REPORT:  

· Distributed Election plan & discussed important dates.

· Delegate nomination forms go to the Local President.  

· 8 locals are large enough to each have a local delegate:  Beecher, Bradley Elem., BBCHS, Coal City, Bourbonnais Elem., Dwight, Manteno, Momence, & Watseka.

· Tally of ballots will take place at Diana Menser’s home at 453 S. Cleveland, Bourbonnais

· The IEA hotel for the 2010 NEA Conv. In New Orleans is the Marriott in the 500 block of Canal St.

· Review of Cluster Plan.  Accepted (Jay/George)

IPACE COMM: no report as Kevin McCleary is no longer a member of the comm.

UNISERV DIRECTOR’S REPORT by Kevin Ballard:

· Circulate email sign up sheet.

· Presidents should have received legislative platform letter with comment form. Due back Dec. 7, 2009.  May have a representative from the committee come to speak to the Council.

· IEA executive director is now Audrey Soglin.  She has been involved in IEA for some time.  Takes office in Oct.  There are some other managerial positions to be filled yet.

· Mon, Sept. 21 is the first Bargaining Roundtable training session at the Old Country Buffet.  Will use the meeting to set a list of needs & make a calendar for the year.  Can email or call Jean Evans or Kevin Ballard to RSVP for the meeting.

· If you are bargaining, Kevin would encourage you to attend. 

· Dan Hoefler will be interning in Region 44.  Haven’t figured out what his role will be in the Region just yet.

· UD’s of the Corn are meeting 9/15/09 to discuss how to proceed with needed training. 

· Don’t hesitate to call if you need to.

QUESTIONS/CONCERNS:

· Kevin Mc: Is the new IEA executive a surprise? 

· Kevin B. ans: She has been a leader in Evanston & been involved with the CEC for some years. Not a surprise.  They interviewed 13 candidates & 3 were internal candidates. 

· Diana: She is more the people person than was the past Exec Dr.

TRAINING SESSION:

ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATION:

· Administration of medication in school informational paper distributed. Document can be copied, but do it in the entirety, not just part.  

· Short of it: TEACHERS CANNOT BE REQUIRED TO DISPENSE MEDICATION. Concern that you may be putting yourself up for liability if you dispense medication.  

· Can give meds if you are a certified school nurses, licensed school nurse, or practicing administrator.

· Diapering, catherization, tracheal suctioning can be required for the teacher to do. You can be trained to do these things.

· Self-medicating does not mean that the medicine is held at teacher’s desk.  Follow Board policy.

· Ask if there is a board policy about self-medication?  Includes field trips.  What about parent chaperones & extra curricular activities?

· Crescent City is working through this problem.  You can put language in the contract to deal with this.    

· Bourbonnais has contacted the school lawyer & agreed that the teacher cannot be made to administer medication.  

· By volunteering you are not operating as part of your job.  Your liability insurance coverage could be in question. 

· This issue is wide spread.  Force the district to provide the proper care for students.  Both certified and non-certified staff need to know what their rights are.  

· Revisit district’s emergency plan to see what to do in the district.  Comply & then complain.  If asked to go to training do go.

7:15pm sandwich break.

WEINGARTEN RIGHTS: 

· At meeting that’s investigative in nature, member has right to representation.

· It is up to the employee to ask for representation.  Teacher does not have to answer questions if not allowed representation.  Can you stop midstream & get representation?  Not if it was disciplinary from the beginning.

· Comply, complain, but don’t leave.  

· If you are called in to represent someone who is not in the union, say no, I don’t represent them. 

· Weingarten rights cards distributed.

PARLIMENTARY PROCEDURE: 

· Use Robert’s Rules of Order.  Makes sure the body is heard. 

· Here at the region meeting do a good job of following RR.

· Paul: what is “lay on the table” mean?  Ans: way to postpone discussion.

· This is FYI more than anything.

CHAIRPERSON REPORT by Diana Menser: 

· Board meeting starts on Friday evening & runs into Saturday afternoon.

· Kevin Mc: Any discussion about RA hotel in San Diego? Diana: No. The survey results have not been reported back yet.

· Let the IMRF people in your buildings know 2 IEA people are running for the IMRF Board position. Max Bochmann & Natalie Copper are both in public education. Firefighters, municipal workers, police, park services are also part of IMRF retirement system.

· Because of Lincoln bicentennial, Springfield is doing the Abe Lincoln hats decorated around town.  IEA sponsored 2 hats.

· There is a new radio spot.  The IEA website has links to twitter & facebook.   Check them out.

· IPACE recommendation hearings will be coming up. It does not look good if members do not come.  We need people there.  We want the people in Springfield to know that we are holding them accountable for the things they do.

OLD BUSINESS: Terry: you had talked about giving a donation to the Mary Barnes Scholarship Fund. 

· Mary Barnes was 18 yrs BBCHS president, attended Regional Council meetings, & retired.  She came back to negotiate the contract even though retired.  Passed away towards end of the 08-09 school year. Was sick most of her 1year retirement. Advocate for the assoc. 

· Motion to donate $500. (Terry/Paul) Passed

Adjourn  at 7:56 (Terry/Maria)

Respectfully submitted,    Diane Gustafson, Secretary.

