REGION 44 - NOVEMBER 17, 2008 MEETING

The Region 44 meeting at Bradley Central was called to order at 6:22 pm by Chair Diana Menser.  

· 13 Council members, 4 officers, 1 retired member, UniServ Director, & 1 guest were in attendance.  

· RSVP gifts give away. 

· LOCALS in attendance were:  St. Anne GS, Momence, Coal City, BBCHS, Watseka, Bourbonnais Elem, Beecher, Dwight GS, Dwight HS, Donovan, Iroquois West, & Retired 

AGENDA: No additions
MINUTES of the Sept. 22 meeting were approved as printed.  (Kevin/Sue)
TREASURER’S REPORT by John Rehmer: 

· Last month’s lone expenditure: $106.65

· Current balance: $13,215.26

· Budget was sent to Springfield & approved. Approved (Terry/Maria)

ELECTION COMMITTEE by Frank Petkunas:

· Clusters 1,2,3 have delegate nominees.

· Cluster 4 will have a write in: John Rehmer. 

· Cluster 5 has no delegate nominees so hopefully there will a write-in.  

· Ethnic Minority can write in for George Williams from Momence.

· Ballot packets should arrive the week after Thanksgiving, if not before, and election is on Dec. 3rd.  Ballots need to be postmarked by Dec 9th with counting ballots at Diane Menser’s, 453 Cleveland, Bourbonnais at 6 pm Dec. 10th.

· 7 delegate seats are eligible for write-in candidates.

IPACE COMMITTEE REPORT by Kevin McCleary.

· The speaker at the IPACE meal may be someone from the O’bama administration.

· The call for a new Constitutional Convention received 67% NO votes.  Pat Quinn is still threatening to go to the courts for recall.  Jim Edgar did an excellent commercial against the concon.

· Debbie Halverson elected & going to Washington, DC.  1 recommended senate & 6 House backed candidates lost their election bids. 

· Emil Jone’s seat is vacant since his retirement.  Speculation is he may take Pres.-elect O’Bama’s open seat.

· Going to push for the revision of the tenure laws, money for higher education, secure our pensions.

· For Governor: Dan Hines is announcing his candidacy, Lisa Madigan to run in primary against Gov. B. for the governership after holidays.  Dan Rutherford is also going to run as Republican.

LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM PRESENTATION  by Jim Duffy:

· The legislative platform is used to help the lobbyists determine which legislation to support & which not. 

· For example, a couple years ago the Legislature enacted the law about a moment of silence. At that time the IEA Legislative Platform did not have anything to cover such an action so the lobbyists had no information for guidance. They did not take a position.  If it’s not here (in the legislative platform), they can’t support/oppose anything. 

· The lobbyists also use New Business items from IEA RA & IEA documents such as RISE (which is in process of being revised) for guidance in lobbying.

· The Legislative platform guides what IEA wants law or wants to keep law.

CHARTERS: Both McCain & O’bama were in favor of charter schools.  McCain wants vouchers for use at private schools, and O’bama would have them used for public school choice.  IL has currently 25 charters, but not all created.  May be push to have more.

UNISERV DIRECTOR’S REPORT by Kevin Ballard:  Great to see many here.

· Oct. 20th Leadership meeting dealt with Invest in Excellence.  Tonight’s packet highlights some activities centered around Invest in Excellence within the local level.  

· If your local is in need of something, give a holler, & Kim can help find.

· Bargaining Roundtable #1 training by Robin on survey tool.  Coal City is using it. Same training is being offered at the Winter Advocacy Conference.

· BLUE handout is IEA webpage that speaks to Winter Advocacy Conference. CPDU’s can be earned at WAC.

· Bargaining Round Table #2 a lot of interaction at the table.  Very beneficial for the attendees to network.

· Next Bargaining Roundtable is on Jan. 21st. It will begin at 5:30 to eat at Old Country Buffet.

· Jan. 12th is Winter Dinner at Homestead Restaurant.

· Last week at Springfield meeting Kevin attended he heard rumblings that the teacher certification board is talking about going away from certificates to licenses.  Nothing more for information.

· IEA is challenging local school district’s choice to not grant a teacher’s request for using unlimited number of days leave for childcare.  Bourbonnais Elementary is back peddling & now going to allow teacher use of requested days.

· Kim & Kevin are out of office prior to Thanksgiving.

· Accolades to Frank for his efficiency as Vice Chair.

CHAIR REPORT by Diana Menser: Short Board meeting in Springfield.

· Discussion of the financial Crisis in IL.

· Voted to allot money to PSRP retirement plan into which IEA pays 80%.  IEA will be good for this year, but Rainy Day fund won’t cover for long.  

· This leads to the fact that at the 2009 IEA RA there may be a presentation for $17 dues increase.  However, if increase of membership continues, may only be presented as a $12 increase.

· Our investments tanked like everyone’s did. Our $$ is in banks that are solid.

· Contributed $5,000 to Louisiana out of contingency to schools wiped out from hurricane.

· Great seeing everybody & come back to our next meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm (Terry/ Tony)  

Respectfully submitted,   

Diane Gustafson, Secretary

