REGION COUNCIL 44 MEETING – May 18, 2009

The Region 44 meeting was called to order at 6:27 pm by Chair Diana Menser.

· There were 12 Region Council members and/or IEA/NEA RA delegates, 4 Region officers, & Uniserv Director. 

· Cat story. RSVP drawing.  

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: None 

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 30, 2009 meeting:

Change McQuinn to Gov. Quinn; Approved as corrected (Kevin/Tony) 

TREASURER’S REPORT by John Rehmer:

· One check written $63.78 for last meeting’s food.  

· Region 44 has received $12,000 of $22,802 in dues rebate money to date.

· Need to request money for NEA expenses.

· Current balance is $17,013.13.  

· NEA delegate reimbursement is $1,600. Tonight the first installment of $800 will be written. Possible additional $800 when all expense receipts turned in. Approved Paul/George.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ELECTIONS REPORT by Frank Petkunas: all delegates should have received delegate information.

George Williams was elected on the NEA state ballot. 

· That makes 10 delegates that will be representing Region 44.

· Locals can contribute through individual delegates to the Fund for Children and Public Education.

· New election plan for next year has been drawn up.

IPACE COMM. REPORT by Kevin McCleary:  $45,000 in the hole for this year’s IPACE dinner.  Only that much in the hole because IEA did not have to pay for entertainment.  Complaints about the poor entertainment.  

· Not much of a fund raiser.  It’s been 50.00 a plate for a long time.  Coasters table favors for the dinner cost $6,000.

UNISERV DIRECTOR’S REPORT by Kevin Ballard:

· Thanks to those who attended Lobby Day.  There was a good turnout.  The office sent out a “how to contact” sheet if you were unable to go.

· Today was a Staff Union meeting.

· A proposed 2-tiered pension plan has left committee today.  Hope to have fact sheet on the website.

· Gov Quinn has sent out a doomsday proposal about the budget. Lay off teachers; need corrections made to the pension system.  This would be a difficult situation in districts.  Pensions could be dummied down to the lower tier for everyone.  

· This is where SS windfall elimination comes into play.  People (Hutchinson, Halverson) think teachers also get Social Security. Got them informed.  Let others know.

· It is about equality, equal opportunity across the state for kids & teachers.

· Grassroots Political Action program has been around awhile & has grown from a volunteer position to a more structured position.  Someone who would like to get involved in political activity.  We have not had a GPA in Region 44 for a time & we would like to get someone.  Blue informational sheet distributed.  Does not need to be an active member.  Having someone in that position would be beneficial to the region.

· Mary Jane Morris info sheet deals with Nat’l Board Certification & financial support.

· NEA member benefits Newsletter distributed. If there is interest in having him at the Fall kick-off meeting, can check with Jason.

· Signs of Fraud document revisited.  It is the time to look at balancing checkbook as local leadership changes. Sometimes we get lulled by friendships & trust & malfeasance occurs.  

· Bargaining in full swing: Settled Cissna Park & Grant Park.  That is taking up the majority of my time. Nobody has any money.

· Push those legislators & keep them accountable.  

· 09-10 Planning session will be August 5th at RACC on Stewart Dr.  Gene Holt will talk about legal issues.

· Hope end of the year is a smooth one for you.

CHAIR REPORT by Diana Menser: 

· The big talk at Board meeting was about the successful numbers attending Lobby Day.  There is a video available & Kim will send it out via distribution list.  Bradley, Momence, Manteno had representatives at Lobby Day.  

· It was impressive when Gov. Quinn walked up & we had all those people.  When he had something positive to say, he waited for people to clap.  He wasn’t happy when he was booed. He mentioned how he had family members as teachers, but that isn’t making him change his ideas.  

· I’ve been trying to get teachers to call legislators about things important to education & now that it is their pensions affected, they are getting more active & have called.  Hopefully everyone will continue to do it. 

· Even the Legislators have had a 2-tier pension system.

· Friday there were 2 actuaries who came & talked to the Board.  They said what TRS has invested in is good & it is solid, but 90% of the funding is coming from school districts & individuals.  Legislators were saying if it gets to a crisis (no money in it) then they will do something about it.  IEA is pushing them to do something before it is totally empty.  

· IEA is trying to get people involved with the TRS board who are friendly to teachers.

· Gov. wanted 3% raise cap for the last 8 years.

· SB1292 is the 2 tier pension bill.

· CEO of the IEA is being newly hired & interviews are underway.

· Membership rosters can be updated on the website-membership personal information only but not names.

· There is no Summer SLA & Winter Advocacy cancelled also.  Numbers down for SLA & WA the weather has been bad.  If you have opinions to express, let Springfield know.  There is a committee formed to investigate

Questions/comments:

· Jay: Retired website in the planning & will have link to Region 44 website.

· Frank: I think new leaders of locals need access to training & if no SLA, there needs to be something more regional.

· Kevin Ballard: our President’s round table wasn’t very well attended, but maybe we need to get it going again.  Don’t be shy.  If we need something, I’ll try to get something together.  What do we need?

· Diana: July 20-Aug 1 having meetings in Springfield for Presidents get together to see what kind of training they want: idea fest.

ADJOURNMENT: 7:15 pm (Terry/Tony)

NEA RA delegate briefing to follow.

Respectfully submitted,  
Diane Gustafson

