REGION 44 COUNCIL MEETING MAY 19, 2008

The Region 44 Council meeting at Bradley Central was called to order by Chairperson Diana Menser at 6:25 pm.  She introduced the 10 Council members, 4 officers, & the Uniserv Director in attendance.

ATTENDING LOCALS:  Bourbonnais EA, Bradley Bourbonnais Ed Assn, Coal City Ed Assn, Dwight Ed Assn, Iroquois West, Manteno Ed, Momence EA, St Anne Elem Ed Assn, & Retirees

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:  none

MINUTES of the March 11, 2008 meeting were approved. (Kevin/Tammie)

TREASURER’S REPORT by John Rehmer:

· 3 of the four $4,000 IEA rebates are in the account.  NEA RA delegate ½ per diem will be paid tonight.  Checkbook balance $15,072.83. Report accepted. (Terry/Sue)

DISCUSSION: We budgeted for 11 delegates & we will only have 6 delegates representing Region 44.  Kevin McCleary’s travel expense is being paid through Resolution Comm. & Diana Menser’s expenses are paid out of the Chair’s account.  

· The level of reimbursement for state delegates has been raised to $1400, and next year it will be raised to $1600.  Region 44 could have a bumpup to $1600.  Expenses are going to be costly in Washington, D.C. Next year we will plan $1600 NEA delegate reimbursement into budget.  

· Motion to increase NEA delegate reimbursement from  $1400  to $1600 (Kevin/George). Passed.  Each delegate will receive a reimbursement form to log expenses. 

· John questioned the reimbursement for drivers.  It is $.505/mile.

IPACE REPORT by Kevin McCleary: 

· The committee met with Frank Watson the lead Republican in Senate & Tom Cross the lead Republican in House.  The Governor & Michael Madigan, Speaker of the House, are at odds and will not be in same room with each other.  This is why nothing is getting done with our budget woes.  

· The 12 state payments to the colleges were cut down to 11 by the Governor.  Watson said the Gov. said more than likely the public schools would not get their 23rd & 24th state aide payments.  

· Diana: the money is in there to be released but need Governor’s signature.  What the legislature needs is stories of what is going on in districts-borrowing money, failure to negotiate contracts, or other things that would show why the Gov. should release funding.  Email them to Diana to forward on to Springfield. The recall measure failed because the Democrats were worried what would happen if there was a Republican in the Governor’s office.  Governor B’s approval rating is dismal.

· Diana: IEA is doing a telephone survey about how IEA helps you, benefits of the calendar, politics, member benefits, & awareness of IEA political activity.

UNISERV DIRECTOR REPORT by Kevin Ballard:

· Across my desk came a memo about things to do to move the Gov. to release money.

· Consider giving an IEA-R membership to the retiring teachers.  Sept. 23, 11:30 for lunch at the Brickstone Brewery in Bourbonnais is the next meeting date for KVAR (Kankakee Valley Area Retired.

· Region 44 Website has been updated.  Please visit & send information for posting to Kim Riley at the Region 44 office.  If anyone like to do take over website management, Kim would pass the baton.

· Local Officers update sheet available for pen & pencil, but may soon be on the web.  

· Summer Leadership Academy program distributed.  There is money in Region 44 budget for some reimbursement & scholarship opportunities.  On Thursday night those attending from the Region go for an evening out.

· Facebook informational sheet distributed.  More techno savy teachers have pages that have things on them that are not really professional.  Word to the wise.  Teachers have been called to task for things on these kinds of pages.

· There was a sick leave bill that passed in the fall about birthing rights.  Bill currently in Senate to amend bill back to 30 days.  Generated by IEA not to expand law for mother who had given birth, but for father to have some time off for a birth & parents who were adopting. This would include a same sex couple.  Local’s can bargain more than 30 days off for birth of a child.  This will be going to the rules committee.  Multitude of cases going to court where school districts have refused carte blanche use of every sick leave day accumulated for baby birthing & well baby care. Legislature could change

· Fall kick off organizing meeting changed to Tuesday, August 5, 2008. Succinct is good.  The morning meeting will begin with breakfast at 8:30-9:00.  Meeting to begin at 9:00 & end by noon.

· Negotiations are falling into place in individual ways.  BBCHS working away.  Last year’s (06-07) Career Center contract was settled last month for 2 years.  Beecher is working on theirs. Donovan & Bourbonnais are settled.  Kankakee Special Education Coop will be an interesting bargain.  There are now only 11 members.  Many local districts have picked up these services themselves

Question by Kevin McCleary: is there anything a school district can do to protect teachers of a cooperative serving the school district to maintain their jobs within the district when said district pulls out of the coop & won’t hire them because they went out on strike? 

Answer by Kevin Ballard: No, probably not, but ask what is the intergovernmental agreement between the 2 agencies.

CHAIR REPORT by Diana Menser:

· Region 44 still does not have a grassroots political activist to rally our region to be a political force.  There is a $1000 stipend & $900 reimbursement amount.  Work with lobbyist, encourage members to contact legislators, organize meetings with representatives/senators in this region. If you or a local member in the school would like to do this, please let Diana Menser know.

· Invest in Excellence Campaign needs to be pushed.

· Only 1 local has a small amount of outstanding dues.

· The online postcard for IRS filing must be filled out by presidents/treasurers.

· Political money donated to the Children & Public Education Fund for Political Activity in DC cannot come out of local monetary accounts.  The suggested amount per NEA delegate this year is $180. There is a competition between states.

· Lobby Day in Springfield was attended by a few Region 44 teachers: Bradley &  Momence.  The IEA had a breakdown of various bills under current consideration to give members something to talk about.

· Bill #2228 would increase the income tax & provide property tax relief at the same time.  It would level the playing field between rich/poor school districts. 

· Hardin County Educ. Association sent thank you’s to those who sent $$ and encouragements during the strike.

· IEA is working hard in Springfield to get membership cleared/cleaned up through a portal on the IEA website this fall. It would be more computer based.

NEW BUSINESS: NONE

OLD BUSINESS: The state budget hearing at Kankakee Community College in March saw Terry W. speaking on behalf of IEA/teachers.  Kudos to him for the nice job.

Meeting adjourned at 7:35pm (Terry/Jay)

NEA delegate briefing to follow.

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Gustafson, Secretary

