REGION 44 COUNCIL MEETING – JANUARY 14, 2008

The Winter Meeting was held at the Homestead Restaurant in Kankakee.  A dinner hosted by Chair Diana Menser was enjoyed by the 12 members in attendance.  

The meeting was called to order at 6:55 pm by Chair Diana Menser.

Locals represented were: Beecher, BBCHS, Coal City, Dwight, Iroquois West, Momence, Retired.  The 4 officers were in attendance as well as the Uniserv Director, & IEA staffer Victor Scotti.

ADDITIONS to agenda: None

MINUTES of the 9/19/2007 meeting were read & approved. (Kevin/Terry)

TREASURER’S REPORT  by John Rehmer:

· Expenses for the past 2 months totaled $1,106.39 including $100 reimbursement to 2 locals for attendees to Winter Advocacy Conference, $650 spent to secure the IPACE dinner reservations, & $205.22 for Bargaining Council. 

· Region 44 has more members (now 1339) & we should get approximately $881 more in dues rebate. (Larry/Mary) Report approved.

· Current balance is $9,946.08.

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT:

· The slate for the IEA RA is not full.

· There is a conference parlor for the RA with 2 adjoining bedrooms & rather than a suite this year.

· The IPACE speaker will be from CNN Night News.  

· NEA RA delegate nomination forms will be out in early Feb. They need to be returned by Feb 23. 

· The Hilton Washington is the IL NEA hotel.  It is closer to the convention center than the hotel of past several conventions.

· IEA RA delegates are expected to attend the Jan. 30 Region 44 budget hearing at Morris. 

· A status quo budget would be an $8.00 increase, but there is the consideration for several additional staff positions which would be an additional $4.00 increase for total of $12.00

IPACE COMMITTEE REPORT by Kevin McCleary: 

· Primary is Tues. Feb. 5th & IEA has endorsed Barach O’bama.

UNISERV DIRECTOR REPORT by Kevin Ballard:

· December was a little quiet

· Budget hearings will be held at Shabonna Middle School on Jan. 30th and Jan. 28 at Matteson Office.

· Bargaining round table is Jan 22 and will deal with bargainers’roles & responsibilities with Q & A time.

· Feb 2nd Sat. is all day (9-1:30) bargaining workshop at IKAN office.  

· Presentation on a new tool: IEA on-line surveying.

· Pick Robin’s brain on negotiations &   Barry will have a round table about insurance.  

· Bargaining is beginning to lift its head for the year.

· Grundy Co Special Ed Co-op may be taking a strike vote. Sticking points money & insurance.

· Coal City employees have been asked not to teach Co-op children in their classrooms.

· Uniserv Director’s advice is that CC teachers can walk with them in the before & after school and during duty free lunch.

CHAIR’S REPORT by Diana Menser:

· 14 I-KAN ROE teachers that were audited for Recertification & highly qualified status were passed locally & moved on to Springfield.

· Thank you card read from Kim at the Region office for the Starbucks gift card.

· A lot of what was done at Springfield IEA Board meeting was discussing Invest in Excellence & money coming into the school districts through that.

· Please have people at the endorsements meetings.  We need to show the candidates we do care.

· Contact legislators & keep on top of them.

· Acting state school superintendent Cook & Dick Durbin spoke to the IEA Board of Directors at the past weekend’s meeting.  Emphasis on new state budget & importance of Invest in Excellence.

· Teacher Certification Board wants teachers to go to ECS (old CERTS) & make sure they have all items correct because the information will soon be open to the public on the internet.

· Webinars from Springfield are being presented to help in getting e-cards filed with IRS.

NEW BUSINESS:

ELECTION:  The Region 44 bylaws say there should be a retired member elected to the Region 44 Executive Board. Jay Copra nominated (Terry/John).  No other nominations.  Elected.

RETIRED REPORT by Jay Copra: 

· Reported that the Retired IEA local would like to be listed in the next region directory.

· Retired members advocating against a new constitutional convention because it could impact future public employee retirement.

Victor thanked us for the invitation to tonight’s meal & meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.  (Terry/Frank)

Dessert was served.

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Gustafson, secretary

