REGION 44 COUNCIL MEETING – September 22, 2008

The Region 44 Council meeting at Bradley Central was called to order by Chair Diana Menser at 6:23 pm.

Attendees: Iroquois West, BBCHS, St Anne HS, Watseka, Bradley Elem, Dwight, Retired, Crescent Iroquois, Coal City, Momence, BBCHS, Donovan, St. Anne GS, Bourbonnais.

A drawing was held for IEA goodies.

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:  None (Tami/Jay)

MINUTES of August, 2008 Planning Meeting.  Approved as printed (Kevin/Tony)

TREASURER’S REPORT by Diana Menser for John Rehmer:

· Balance in checkbook $13,321.91.  Since we were down in numbers to the NEA our year’s ending balance is a little higher than expected.  Treasurer’s report approved.  (George/Paul)

BUDGET for 2008-09:

· Changes were made to reflect discussion at the August Planning Session. 

· Region Chair’s funds must remain in that account. The Chair can use these at her discretion.  

· Town & Country Resort & Spa is the IEA hotel for the 2009 NEA RA in San Diego, CA. web address:  towncountry.com  The price for a room is $148 – single or double.  Region 44 delegates will receive $1600 for expenses.  This matches state delegate reimbursement.   

· More money has been put into Winter Advocacy & Summer Leadership reimbursements.  $75 per person. (Sue/Tami) Approved

ELECTIONS for secretary and treasurer.

· Kevin McClary nominated Diane Gustafson for Secretary.   George Williams nominated John Rehmer for Treasurer. Both were elected by acclamation.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ELECTION COMMITTEE: Cluster plan for IEA-RA has 5 clusters. There can be a total of 13 delegates plus the Chair, Vice-Chair, & ethnic minority.  

· Region 44 has gained 58 members for a total of 1392.  

· Ballots should be received around Nov 25, 2008. 

· Motion to approve election plan & cluster plan.(Kevin/Sue)

AUDITORS are needed to review checkbook: Paul & Terry.

IPACE COMMITTEE has met twice.  Recommending Debbie Halverson for House of Representatives.  

· Diana reported that talk at the IEA Board of Directors was to do away with the IPACE dinner at the IEA RA but decided to keep it because of the positive nature  of IEA members getting together with those legislators in attendance  

· The IPACE dinner has lost $65,000.  The Committee discussed raising the price of the ticket.  They didn’t discuss stopping it.

UNISERV DIRECTOR’S REPORT by Kevin Ballard:

· Kevin has been out and visited all locals to make connections.  Any individuals who can make contact with locals not here tonight, please do so.

· Grant Park needs a president, because the past pres. Has gone into administration.  

· Rumblings of losing members because of price of dues & feeling disconnected from membership.  Tell them of Membership Access card, WAC, SLA.  It only takes 1 or 2 folks to jump ship & it snowballs.

· The Directory was printed & anything incorrect, please let Kim at the office know.

DUES DOLLARS at work is the gray sheet distributed.

NAT’L BOARD CERT PROCESS sheet gives some ideas for receiving financial assistance.

MINDSET LIST for the class of 2012 brought a few chuckles.

NEA MEMBER BENEFITS NEWS info sheets distributed.

DCFS REPORTING LAW has been changed with relation to the teachers who get in trouble in districts & move on elsewhere. Only the fact that the report has been made (by parents or others) is to be reported to inquiring districts. However, if the report has been made by an employee on another employee or by an employee to administrators, then it must be told to the inquiring district.

IPACE RECOMMENDATION for Coreen Gordon is up for consideration.  She has nearly a perfect voting record with the IEA & returned IPACE Comm. Survey.  One flaw is she wants legislation to have school employees fingerprinted.  Do we want a personal meeting or paper ballots?  Decision for paper ballots.  She meets the criteria even though she is in the pocket of Michael Madigan & will do nothing that goes against him. 

REGIONAL SUPT. Kay Pangle met with Kevin about 1% facilities tax that is being proposed in the area. This is because the school districts voted to put the issue on the ballot.  Money goes toward buildings.  

Bradley district is in favor of this.  Iroquois Co. administrators endorse this & presented it to the County Board.  Money is dispersed to districts.  

She was invited to attend tonight’s Region 44 meeting, but she declined.  

SICK LEAVE LAW change was passed by legislative.  Language was placed on the floor to limit the number of days of sick leave one could use for birthing & adopting.  IEA took position that employee could take all sick leave.  Have had 1 challenge, lawsuit  filed, & school district settled out of court.  IEA is looking to have a court case that will establish the ambiguity of the language.  The test case will be out of Bourbonnais Elementary.

INVEST IN EXCELLENCE) campaign coordinators update.  Only 31% of IEA members say they have heard of it.  School funding initiative-once known as gross receipts tax, House Bill 750, Senate bill 2228 is a social justice issue to increase income tax slightly to allow relief on property taxes.

· Dave shared that the disparity between districts per student costs is 7 to 1.    If not willing to increase income tax, what are you willing to do?  It just doesn’t come across clearly to the public. 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  Training on Oct. 15 at 5:30 pm with light supper on online surveying tool at Bradley Elem.  Monday, Oct. 20 Leadership Roundtable.  Please respond.

Don’t hesitate to call it I can help.

CHAIR REPORT by Diana Menser:

IEA was third in collecting money for the Children in Public Education Fund at the NEA RA.  We got a plaque.

BUDGETS are needed for each local as well as financial reports.

BARACH O’BAMA is being backed by IEA/NEA.  Post cards made available for mailing to teachers in Michigan in support of O’Bama.

ADVOCATE issue does list pros & cons of both O’Bama and McCain.  When it comes to education issues there isn’t much of a choice.

TEACHER CERTIFICATION audit letters will go out in Oct.  There will be 94 state wide audited & 15 will be checked for highly qualified status.

MEMBERSHIP is up 58 members.

TOWN HALL MEETINGS with the IEA leadership team are being held around the state.  Matteson date is Mon, Oct 6.  and Morris is TBA.

NBI 3 at IEA RA deals with Invest in Excellence.  What is accountability?  How should we as educators be held accountable?  What help do we need from others? How should the education system support what you need to do in the classroom?  One on One what does a teacher need to do better in the classroom?  This is what will be brainstormed at the Town Hall Meetings.  

· Within the local, talk to members & see they are willing to do.  What is it at the classroom level that the legislators need to hear?  What is needed in funding & state support?

· If you have comments, email Diana & she will compile comments to take to Springfield IEA Board meeting.  Include if the thoughts emailed are personal, executive board, local members.  The farther you take it the better.

TEXAS FLOODING: TX teacher’s association was sent $5,000 from contingency fund & Board members collected $700+.  Will be a link from IEA home page for those wishing to help.

IROQUOIS COUNTY FLOODING: Woodland School had 3 inches in first floor classrooms.  Other building may have air quality issues.

AUDIT: After meeting there will be the audit of the checkbook & RA reimbursement committee meeting.

CONSITUTIONAL CONVENTION NO VOTE.  Pat Quinn filed suit to get wording changed on the ballot because of bias.  Could request Local’s IPACE money to send post cards to the public/others to vote NO.

Meeting adjourned 7:45 pm (Terry/Maria)

Respectfully submitted,  Diane Gustafson, Secretary

We pay dues, use the money.

Use the money as you choose to use it.

Money is not to bring family on vacation.  

If you can bring family & use travel expenses.

If you can voucher & show receipts, you should be reimbursed. 

Policy is half a room

Do you want union dues to pay for a family vacation?

