REGION 44 COUNCIL MEETING FEBRUARY 23, 2009

Chair Diana Menser called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm due to the late arrival of the Region secretary.  My apologies to those in attendance.

· There were 14 IEA members, the 4 Region officers and Uniserv Director in attendance.

· Locals in attendance were: Bourbonnais Elem., Manteno, BBCHS, St Anne Elem., Dwight Township HS, Bradley Elem., Milford HS, Watseka, Momence, Manteno, Beecher, & Retired

· RSVP drawing held

ADDITIONS to agenda:  none

MINUTES of the previous meetings:

· November 17, 2008  approved (Sue/Sue)

· January  12, 2009  approved (Sue/George)

TREASURER’S REPORT by John Rehmer

· Bills paid: IPACE dinner $700, January RSVP drawing $50, Jan. Homestead meal $467.69.  Total bills paid to date $1,899.18.

· Have deposited $4,000 from IEA dues rebates.  

· $15,422.73 current checkbook balance.

· IEA RA delegate expense vouchers will be made available.  Approved (Terry/Paul)

ELECTIONS committee report by Frank Petkunas:

· Large local presidents should have received the NEA RA delegate reporting forms.  These must be filled out and sent to Springfield.

· Ballots for NEA RA election were distributed/mailed today.  Election is 3-3-09, with counting of ballots 3-10-09, 6 pm at Diana’s. 

· Large locals with a delegate: Bourbonnais, Coal City, Momence, Watseka, Dwight, BBCHS.  Mega Cluster has 1 delegate.  Hopefully the other large locals may have write in: Bradley Elem., Manteno, Beecher since no announced delegate. Also hope for a write in for 2nd cluster delegate.

· George Williams is running as a state delegate.  Please encourage your members to vote for him.

IPACE REPORT: none

RA EXPENSE AD HOC COMMITTEE report:

· Presented and explained. Those elected as delegates are representing their fellow IEA members and using money from their dues toward expenses.  The guidelines are presented to help the delegates.

UNISERV DIRECTOR REPORT by Kevin Ballard:

· Kim sent email with regard to a State sponsored induction/mentoring program.  Take a look, get it to an administrator.  Short turn around to submit proposal to the State.

· Rural Education Network, nicknamed UD’s of the Corn, is in the process of planning a President’s training across central IL.  Currently planning on an April 25th training possibly at Dwight.  

· Consortium for Educational Training & IEA have put together a training. UD’s of the Corn might try to piggyback with them on a training.

· Lately lots of papers coming across Kevin’s desk on RTI.  Circulated one such flyer costing $12.95.  

· Distributed a copy of the Delaware’s RTI flyer.  May be of help to practitioner in the classroom.  Correction to this flier page 1 lower left box: Tier 2 is not more intense than tier 3. 

· Bargaining round table this year has been more of a round table discussion.  Region is generous & has paid for the dinners of those in attendance.  Wait until after ISATs & spring break & may see if interest in another one in early May.

· If you have settled, please let the office know.  You are still welcome to attend the next bargaining roundtable and share your high points for others to learn.

· Kevin has visited with Bobbi and she is recuperating at Miller Center at Riverside.  Frustrated with her lack of independence & weakness at this time.  

· Reduction in Force booklets made available for both Professional & ESP members

· We don’t have strong ESP or support professional locals.  We do have a couple of wall to wall locals.

· Crescent City HS district has deactivated.  The tenured teachers have been placed.

CHAIR PERSON’S REPORT by Diane Menser:

· Received a thank you for Christmas gift card from Kim Riley Region 44 office assistant. 

· At Board meeting much discussion centered around budget. Wanting to add a $3.00 assessment because of economy & potential loss of membership.  Status quo budget with $6.00 increase going to be presented at March IEA RA.

· Legislative platform is the design of IEA and what we want legislatively. This way the lobbyists know what we want when they go to the legislators to discuss issues.

· Joe Anderson, IEA Exec Dr., has been offered a job in the White House as under secretary of education. He has been involved with IEA/NEA for 30 years.  IEA will need to hire another Executive Dr.

· NEA Academy coursework on line to earn CPDU’s.  IEA would like to see it approved through an accredited college for college credit.

· At NEA RA the Fund for Children and Public Education is equivalent to IPACE in IL.  They literally want every delegate to give $200 toward that fund.  This isn’t an acceptable voucherable expense item.  Take up collections from local members to turn in at NEA RA. There are prize drawings during the convention for cash or cars.

INVEST IN EXCELLENCE CAMPAIGN is going to be a program at the IEA RA.  

· Gov. Quinn is going to be at the IEA RA to speak. Also Lisa Madigan.

NEW BUSINESS:

· August planning meeting for 09 has been rescheduled for Aug. 11, 2009 if conference room is available.  This is due to the change of dates for the Summer Leadership Academy which is now is set to begin on Aug 5th.  

· SLA & Winter Advocacy Conferences may be cancelled due to low attendance. Out of the large number of IEA members there are so few that attend these workshops.  Whether there is an SLA this year must be decided by end of month because of contractual agreements.   May try to do a smaller version more regionally.

SUGGESTIONS FOR REGION 44 web page: please send Diana an email.

· John: could we come up with a question or idea of the week?  

IEA-R PROPOSED BYLAW: The retired members had planned to propose a bylaw at the RA that would have active members pay $6.0d0 yearly toward their retirement membership .  There was little support shown for this propose bylaw at the IEA Board meeting, so it is going to be withdrawn.  

DELEGATE INFORMATION:  don’t be afraid to ask for information if you need it to make an informed decision.

· Last year there was discussion at IEA RA & some members felt they were being slighted when they could not speak from the floor.  Parlimentary procedure was followed.  Leadership doesn’t want dissension this year to detract from the business of the RA.

TEACHER LICENSING VS CERTIFICATION: John to Kevin: You mentioned at a previous meeting that ISBE was considering changing from teacher certification to teacher licensing.  Is there anything more on that?  

· NO.  IEA had concern that it might be easier to suspend or revoke a license than a certificate.

Meeting adjourned at 7:43 to be followed by an IEA RA delegate briefing.  (Terry/Cliff) 

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Gustafson, secretary

