REGION 44 COUNCIL MEETING – FEBRUARY 25, 2007

The Region 44 Council Meeting at Bradley Elementary chorus room was called to order by Chair Diana Menser at 6:20pm.  

· 12 Council members & IEA RA delegates, 4 officers, & the UniServ Director, Kevin Ballard, were in attendance.  

· Locals represented were: Retired, Crescent City, BBCHS, St Anne GS, Coal City Elem, Coal City HS, Momence, & Bourbonnais.

ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:  None

MINUTES of the Jan. 14, 2008 Council meeting:  Approved as printed (Kevin/George)

TREASURER’S REPORT by John Rehmer.

· We will come in under budget on the bargaining training line item because of cancellation of all day bargaining session.  

· Kevin informed the treasurer that the December bargaining round table food bill was sent to Springfield & they paid it ($102).  

· Kevin suggested that at the August planning session we might want to make sure we have $$ in the budget to give a stipend to locals who have attendees at Winter Advocacy Conf. & Summer Leadership.

· This month we received $4,000 in IEA dues rebate and had expenses for the Jan. meeting at the Homestead & Bargaining Council totaling $560.83.  

· Checkbook balance is $13,385.25.     Approved (Terry/MaryJo)

ELECTION COMMITTEE by Frank Petkunas:

· Nominations for delegates to the July 1-6 NEA RA in Washington, D.C. were due Fri. Feb. 29.  

· Even if someone did not send in a nomination, he/she can still run a write-in campaign.

· Election is March 12.  Count ballots March 18 at Diana Menser’s home. 

· Kevin McCleary was in Wash, DC for the Resolutions Comm. meeting this past week and checked out the hotel.  It is a nice but older one & closer to the convention center eliminating the subway ride we have been taking the last several conventions in D.C.

UNISERV DIRECTOR’s report by Kevin Ballard

· Due to lack of attendance, Region 44 will look long & hard before thinking of doing another all day bargaining workshop.  The Winter Advocacy Conference has bargaining workshops.

· E-postcard must be filed now with the IRS.  Several locals from our area have responded to the Springfield questionnaire.

· Illinois T(eaching,)L(eading), & L(earning) Survey.  This is an online survey. There is a need for a high number of locals to respond, but the question is what to do with the results of the survey.  Clear with administration & Assoc. needs to work with administration.  Assoc. of school boards & principals on board.

· Member benefits informational sheet.

· Local Presidents received email about ISAT changes regarding the foreign language accommodations.

· IEA Lobby Day is April 30th in Springfield.

· For March meeting Kevin will have some lobbying tips for Lobby Day.  Education funding is still an issue in the budget: slots for tots.  

· The Invest in Excellence morphed into a longer campaign to get changes made.

· Grundy County special education professionals & teacher assistant locals are going to be on strike this week. These members are spread out around their cooperative.  Region 44 only has the Coal City buildings that are serviced by these people. 

· Send postcards to the Grundy County Special Education Cooperative, 725 School St., Morris, IL,  60450.

· Lots of bargaining: Watseka got a 1 yr. extension on the contract-money only, no language.  

· The Watseka administration was top down adamant about the WEA teachers being at school to work during/after the flooding.

CHAIR REPORT by Diana Menser:  

· Several IL teachers have suffered violence: 1 teacher at school & 1 at the Lane Bryan store shooting.

· IEA RA notes: New proposed dues of $12 divides out to $4 new programming & $8 to maintain current programming.  Not a unanimous vote by the board for support. 

· IPD position (instructional professional development) position was the big discussion item.  

· Changes to legislative platform also discussed at the board meeting.

· At Matteson Budget Hearing, there was talk of a rainy day fund to shore up the Association bank fund.

NEW BUSINESS: 

· After the flooding in Watseka, many teachers lost possessions/school materials.  It was discussed & decided to give a gift to the Watseka Education Association.  Terry/George moved to donate $500 WEA.

· John Rehmer’s Highly Qualified & CPDU audit is concluded & everything is OK.

· There is an IEA RA delegate briefing after the Region 44 meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 7:17pm. (Terry/Theres)

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Gustafson, secretary

