
 

 Upcoming Events: 

March 6– Advisory 

Board, Springfield 

 

March 27– local 

conferences at 

WIU and NIU 

 

April 9-10– IEA-

SP Spring Confer-

ence, Champaign 

 

April 15- NEA SP 

Award nominations 

due 

 

April 21– IEA  

Lobby Day, Spring-

field 

 

  

  
“The mediocre 

teacher tells. 

The good 

teacher ex-

plains.  The 

superior 

teacher demon-

strates. The 

great teacher 

inspires.” 

~William A. 

Ward 
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Greetings! 

Welcome to a new year. I hope that you are all settling in to your 

new classes and are off to a great start at your local chapters. 

  

It‟s going to be a busy second semester for the IEA Student Pro-

gram with the Advisory Board meeting kicking it all off in March. 

This year your state executive team worked hard to bring some 

changes to this weekend that we think all attending will enjoy. Beside the annual 

meeting of state local leaders, we are also offering a professional development session 

by the IEA Secretary-Treasurer Cinda Klickna. We will also be taking part in a ser-

vice project helping out a local Springfield school. This is just part of our effort to 

continue to build a program based on our three pillars. 

  

Another event that I know you are all looking forward to is this year‟s Spring Confer-

ence. We have a great theme: Building the Future One Teacher at a Time. I am ex-

cited to let you all know that we are offering no repeat sessions from our fall confer-

ence. It is so awesome that we have so many great sessions to bring you, and I know 

that you will all be able to find something that is of interest to you. I am also super 

excited to announce that our keynote speaker this spring will be IEA President Ken 

Swanson. I have had the honor to work with Ken this year as a member of the IPACE 

committee, and as your representative on the Board of Directors, and I know he will 

bring us a great message. 

  

Please check the Upcoming Events in this issue to view a full list of all this semester‟s 

upcoming events, including local chapters‟ conferences.  Looking back over the past 

few months I know that many of us have been concerned with the recent election. 

While this primary may not have gone the way that many of us hoped it would have, I 

can assure you that the IEA is working harder than ever to work with the candidates 

and make sure that our voice as educators are being heard. As a member of the IPACE 

committee I was able to help interview the candidates for the primary election, and 

want you to know that you have a great team of people working to make sure that 

teachers are protected and heard in Springfield. It was an awesome responsibility to 

listen to these candidates, and I know that no matter who the politician is, the IEA will 

work with them, and make our voices heard.  A photo of me with Cheryle Jackson is 

above and Mark Kirk and me are in the photo below. 

  

Speaking of awesome responsibility, I want to wish all the best of luck to our IEA RA 

delegates who will be voting on your behalf at this year‟s Representative Assembly. 

  

I look forward to working with all of you this semester and, as always, if you need 

anything please don‟t hesitate to contact me. 

  

Anthony Palumbo 

IEA SP Chair 

Tjpal86@att.net 

mailto:Tjpal86@att.net


Check it Out– IEA-SP @ SIUE 

What a teacher is, is more important than what he teaches.  

-Karl Menninger 
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The winter months have been a busy time thus far for the Illinois Education Association – 

Student Program at Southern Illinois University of Edwardsville. One project that we have been 

working on is deciding upon a way to spend the IEA Service Community Grant we received a 

couple years ago for $1000. The grant was initially proposed to be a larger community out-reach 

project. So after consulting with the School of Education faculty, it was suggested that the funds 

would be best spent on the Madison County Detention Center in Edwardsville. As programs 

around the state are witnessing a lack of funding from the state level, many are resorting to pro-

gram cuts and position layoffs. This grant will help relieve some of the stress placed upon the de-

tention center‟s budget. 

 

  Several members from our local chapter have volunteered for the past two years at the 

Detention Center in Edwardsville. The detention center provides continuing education and coun-

seling for juveniles. While volunteering here, our IEA members noticed a need for basic supplies. 

Thus, after speaking with the director of the detention center about our chapter‟s intentions, he 

was grateful and very excited for our contributions. Some of the items requested by the center 

were: book bags, water bottles, calculators and framed motivational posters.  

  

 Although these items may seem small, they are tools to help the students learn and grow 

in a more positive environment. Furthermore, according to the detention center, there was a grant 

set aside to financially reimburse the Yoga instruc-

tor for her time, but funds of this grant have since 

been exhausted. Our chapter‟s executive team has 

set aside a portion of the grant to assist the Yoga 

instructor financially. We saw this as an important 

opportunity to give back to the community and to 

a life dedicated towards the education of children. 

Our chapter will be delivering the much needed 

necessities to the Detention Center on March 5th. 

 

Michael Ruggless & 

Kyle Mackley  
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We are still fighting against a two-tier pension system. As future teachers, this political issue will affect 

each and every single one of us. Currently McCarthy of Orland Park HB 4518 is trying to force future 

educators to work till the age of 67 or till 62 with 35 years of teaching. As of now teachers only have to 

work till the age of 60 or retire at 55 with 30 years of service. In the long run, future educators will be 

earring less pay for the same amount work as our co-workers.  

Want to know how you can help save our pension rights? If so, please contact your legislators. To con-

tact your legislators please visit the following website: http://capwiz.com/nea/il/state/main/?state=IL 

Recently President Obama announced a plan to help with the budget problems within our country: “Race 

to the Top.” It is a competitive grant program for schools that are ready to show progress in four different 

areas: 

• Making progress toward rigorous college- and career-ready standards and high quality 

assessments that are valid and reliable for all students, including English Language Learners and 

students with disabilities; 

• Establishing Pre-K to college and career data systems that track progress and foster continuous 

improvement; 

• Making improvements in teacher and leader effectiveness and in the equitable distribution of 

qualified teachers and leaders for all students, par-

ticularly students who are most in need; and 

• Providing intensive support and effective inter-

ventions for the lowest-performing schools. (RTTT 

Factsheet) 

For more information on “Race to the Top” and our future 

pensions visit the legislative tab of the IEA website.  

http://illinoiseducationassociation.org/  

ShahRukh Rahman  

IEA-SP Political Activist 

Fall Conference Recap: 

 The conference „Oh, the Places You will 

Go‟ had a fantastic turnout this year! On Friday, the 

main speaker, Steve Gilliland, used humor and sto-

ries to empower the audience to become successful 

educators. In Saturday‟s breakouts, students were 

able to choose a variety of sessions that incorpo-

rated ideas such as: math manipulatives, Special 

education in the general classroom, how to teach 

writing, and a variety of other educational topics. 

Overall, the conference was a great success. If you 

missed the Fall conference, make sure to mark your 

calendars for the Spring conference on April 9-10 

in Champaign. 

http://illinoiseducationassociation.org/
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=43481872&id=22923285
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=43481869&id=22923285

